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Jazz Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Gold Society Jazz Auchestra with Peter Petty 

 

The Jazz Auchestra is made up of some of Sacramento's finest trad 
and swing musicians.  Over the years, each member has traveled 
across the country and the seas playing for lindy exchanges, jazz 
festivals, cruises, and more.  This band specializes in playing a 
versatile range of tightly orchestrated arrangements of exciting 
traditional jazz and swing favorites.  The band draws upon the sounds 
of Louis Armstrong, King Oliver, Jelly Roll Morton, Lu Watters, Turk 
Murphy, Dukes of Dixieland, Bix Beiderbecke, Sidney Bechet, Kenny 
Ball, Tommy Dorsey, Jack Teagarden, as well as larger ensembles 
such as Fletcher Henderson, Duke Ellington, Jimmy Lunceford, Matty 
Matlock, Dave Pell Octet, and many more.  The Auchestra has also 
been known to play homage to bands that were once well-known in 
the Sacramento region, but are now defunct. These include sounds 
from the River City Stomperz, Wooden Nickel, Petaluma Paddle-
wheelers, Bill Bachmann’s American Heritage Jazz Band, Bill Gunter, 
and others.  Our incredible line-up of musicians includes: 
(Continued page 3) 
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Upcoming 

Events: 
 

Dec 10 – Gold Society Jazz 
Auchestra with Peter Petty 

Jan 14 – Rent Party 

Feb 10 -  Traditional Jazz 
Youth Band Festival 

Feb 11 – Jazz Youth Bands 

 
2nd Sunday, at Elks #6 Lodge, 6446 
Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 
95831 from 12 noon to 5:00 PM. 
 
Don’t forget about the Breakfast 
between 8:30 am to 11:00 am for 
$10.00 – tell the cashier you are 
here for Jazz Sunday. 

http://www.sacjazz.org/
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 STJS Office 
2521 Port Street 

West Sacramento, CA 95691 
916-444-2004 

info@sacjazz.orgwww.sacjazz.org 
 

STJS OFFICERS 
President: Dennis Speciale 

Vice President: Dominic Ruggieri 
Secretary: Beth Scott 

Treasurer:  Lisa Negri-Bartels 
 

ExOfficio:  Mike Testa 
Past Pres: Dave Becker 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Todd Morgan                    Joe Cruz 
Jeff Hedrick                       Bill Dunbar 
Zack Sapunor                    Jack Stanfill                            
Lyle Van Horn                   Matt McCauley 
 
The Board of Directors meet at the STJS Office at 6:00 
PM on the Monday one week after the monthly Jazz 
Sunday, open to the public. 

 

PUBLISHING 
And All That Jazz is published monthly, by the 
Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society: 2521 Port 
Street, West Sacramento, CA 95691 
 

SUMMARY 

The Sacramento Traditional .Jazz  Society is a 
non-profit organization established under 
501(C)(3) Internal Revenue Code for the 
purpose of educating the public and members 
on matters concerning the preservation and 
promotion of traditional jazz music, and the 
study and play of musical instruments 
associated with traditional jazz music. 
 

“JAZZ SUNDAY” 

Monthly “Jazz Sunday” typically occurs on the 
2

nd
 Sunday, at Elks #6 Lodge, 6446 Riverside 

Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95831. This official 
meeting is open to all STJS members and to the 
general public. 
 

ADMISSION 

Admission to “Jazz Sunday” is by donation of 
$10.00 for members, $12.00 for non-members.  
Persons under 12 are admitted free.  Youth 12-
20 (Members) $5.00, youth 12-20 (Non-
members) $7.00. 

 

NOTE FROM OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

 My Fellow Jazz lovers, 
 
We are continuing our fund raising campaign until the end of 
the year and are still hoping to meet our goal of $60K. Plans 
thus far, for our festival have been put on hold pending 
further fund raising. Thank you to all who have given. Your 
donations are appreciated. 
 
We just finished our first warehouse reduction sale to 
members and volunteers. This sale is to reduce our inventory 
and raise much needed funds. Your continued support of 
STJS is critical, especially at this time. Let’s keep the music 
playing. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  
 
God bless everyone… 
 
Dennis Speciale, President 
Sacramento Tradition Jazz Society 
 

If you are having breakfast at the Elks Lodge tell the cashier that you are here for Jazz 
Sunday, the agreement was to have 30 guests present for breakfast to keep the cost down. 
 

mailto:info@sacjazz.org
mailto:info@sacjazz.org
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 Justin Au - trumpet, baritone, flugelhorn 

 

Justin is an alumnus of the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society’s jazz education programs and one of the finest 
high-school jazz programs in the nation. Playing a variety of jazz styles, he has toured New York, Japan, Puerto 
Rico, China, Alaska, and Brazil.  On the festival circuit, Justin has filled in on trumpet for many well-known 
groups such as the High Sierra Jazz Band, Creole Syncopators, Polly’s Hot Paupers, Cell Block 7, Jonathan Stout, 
Michael Gamble, and Cornet Chop Suey. He has also appeared as a guest with numerous festival 
favorites.  While living in San Luis Obispo, he served as co-director of the official youth band of the Basin 
Street Regulars Jazz Society in Pismo Beach, and has worked as a clinician with student musicians at the 
Traditional Jazz Youth Band Festival. Justin currently plays at jazz festivals all over the nation with The Crescent 
Katz and The Au Brothers Jazz Band, and can be heard regularly with various groups such as The Harley White 
Jr. Orchestra, The West End stompers, Hot City, Element Brass Band, City of Trees Brass Band, Peter Petty, and 
the Cunha Big Band.  He also co-directs two middle school trad jazz youth bands in the Sacramento area. 
 
Brandon Au - trombone, vocals 

Brandon Au (trombone/english baritone/tuba) teaches trombone and performs traditional jazz regularly in the 
Sacramento area. Currently involved in the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Project, he works to integrate 
Traditional Jazz into school band programs including Arden Middle School and Churchill Middle School. Before 
graduating with a music performance degree at CSU Hayward, Brandon toured Europe with the CSU Hayward 
jazz ensemble, and again with the Stanford Jazz Orchestra. He went on to become a member of Dave 
Eshelman’s Jazz Garden Band, The New Lowdown Jazz Band and lead the Section 7 Jazz band.  Today, he can 
be heard regularly with Polly’s Hot Paupers, Harley White Jr. Jazz Orchestra, Anthony Coleman II’s Simplistic 
Big Band, Element Brass Band, Peter Petty, The Au Brother’s Jazz Band, The Brandon Au Quartet, The Crescent 
Katz and the Ron Cunha Big Band.  He has also subbed with Steelin’ Dan, Fulton Street Jazz Band, Sister Swing, 
The Jonathan Stout Big Band, The Grand St Stompers, Greg Ruby’s Rhythm Runners and Cell Block 7. His own 
group The Crescent Katz, can be heard every 1st Friday at the Shady Lady Saloon. 

Peter Petty – Vocal 
 
Peter Petty is a Sacramento, CA based band leader that tests (and coins) the adage “There are no small 
rooms.” Charged with the singular mission of reinterpreting music that scintillates, syncopates, and 
sometimes even educates, Mr. Petty swings out with the frenetic elegance of a Tasmanian devil in a 
tuxedo leading some of the finest stewards of traditional jazz in the Sacramento area to piggyback on 
the colossal, still-reverberating shoulders of such giants of the genre as Duke Ellington, Count Basie, 
Louis Armstrong, Mildred Bailey, Cab Calloway and Joe Williams, singing every note of his 3 2/3 octave 
range with inexhaustible power and captivating control. Peter Petty has worked with The Capital City 
Stage, Music Circus, done voice work for the State of California,  sang with the Sacramento Opera 
through 8 seasons, was the vocalist and emcee of them Harley White Jr. Orchestra, and performs for the 
Sacramento French Film Festival. You can currently see him as a member of the nationally touring Rat 
Pack Tribute band The Deanoholics, and as the singing, Swinging leader of his own Titans of 
Terpsichore!, and Double P Revue!. His whole life has been leading up to this moment. 
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Otis Mourning - reeds 
 
Otis Mourning began his musical career at the age of nine when he received a clarinet as a gift. He shortly 
thereafter became a full time member of The Original Sacramento Jazzin’ Junior Jumpin’ Jazz Band and later 
on continued to cut his teeth in the traditional jazz genre with the California Express. Around age twenty, he 
put in some time with the River City Stomperz before helping form the Wooden Nickel Jass Band in 1982. For 
the next ten years, Otis played with a lot of different groups and musicians, but the Wooden Nickel and the 
legendary Sacramento R&B band, the Beer Dawgs, (with whom he played saxes, accordion, rub board, 
percussion, and sang), would be his mainstay projects. He’s also worked with the Rythym Coalition, Mumbo 
Gumbo, Myron Floren, Jo Anne Castle, Dianne Schuur, and the Black Dogs, among others. He’s been a 
“Proffessor” at the Mammoth Lakes Jazz Camp on multiple occasions and toured internationally with the 10th 
Avenue Band for three years. Otis has performed at jazz festivals all over the world, including the North Sea 
Jazz Festival and the Guiness Jazz Festival and has been on over forty recordings with the likes of Shelley Burns 
and Avalon Swing and the Blue Street Jazz Band, among others. 
 
Otis currently plays regularly with Sister Swing, the Cat’s ‘n Jammers, Brady McKay and the Neurotypicals, the 
Doug Pauly Quartet, the Whippersnappers, the Chopped Liver Orchestra, and his own band, the Colorblind 
Greens Band.He is highly regarded as one of the finest clarinetists in the country, and is also a much sought 
after saxophonist by too many groups to mention. He’s known for his versatile ability to play just about any 
genre. 
 
Dave Johnson - brass 
 
With over forty-five years of experience as a professional musician and educator, Dave Johnson keeps in high 
demand as a freelance trumpeter in the greater Sacramento area. He currently performs regularly with Sister 
Swing, Peter Petty and his Double P Review, Babzmatazz, The Dey Trippers, Folsom Brass Quartet, The Blue 
Gaucho Project, Au Brothers Auchestra, Frankie Soul and No Control Band, Souled Out, The New Black 
Tuesday Jazz Band, and Gordon Groft. Mr. Johnson has held former trumpet chairs for The Nibblers, Wooden 
Nickel Jass Band, Bill Rase Big Band, Elk Grove First Baptist Church, The Fred Morgan Big Band, The Horn 
Dawgs horn section, The George Bruno Big Band, The Dean-O-Holics, Creole Jazz Kings, The Mike Torres Band, 
The Coasters, The Temptations, and The Drifters while touring North America. 
 
Mr. Johnson holds a Bachelor of Music Degree, Instrumental Performance (Trumpet), from California State 
University, Sacramento and is currently teaching Music in the Washington Unified School District including 
teaching private music lessons on woodwinds and brass. In addition, he has taught band in the Elk Grove area 
and was Director of Youth Bands for the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society. Mr. Johnson also works as a 
freelance composer, arranger, clinician, and recording artist. 
 
Bonnie Otto - piano 
 
Bonnie Otto has been playing piano forever. She studied classically until her freshman year of high school 
where she joined band and was immediately stuffed into a garbage can by a cute trombone player. It's been s 
slippery slope ever since. She's a regular on the jazz circuit having been seen with the likes of Stan Mark, 
Wooden Nickel, Blue Street JB, Sister Swing and anyone else who will buy her a drink. Or two. When not 
breaking pianos, Bonnie enjoys bending metal with fire and hammers and supporting her local pub. 
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Zack Sapunor - Upright Slap Master 
 
Exploring the boundaries of the bass tradition since 1994, Zack Sapunor is a freelance upright bassist, vocalist, 
and bandleader. With credits that include stints with the Jim Cullum Jazz Band (of National Public Radio’s 
“Riverwalk Jazz” renown) and Wayne “The Train” Hancock(with whom the 2013 album “Ride” rose to the Top 
Ten on the national Americana charts), Zack has a rich and diverse experience of American musical styles 
ranging from New Orleans hot jazz, swing, and gypsy to rockabilly, honky-tonk, and western swing. 
 
Now averaging roughly 200 performances per year, Zack has recently returned to his west coast base after an 
intense two year apprenticeship in Austin and San Antonio, Texas as well as touring theatres and festivals 
throughout North America and Europe with Wayne Hancock and the Jim Cullum Jazz Band. He now leads his 
own ensemble “Hot City” which specializes in hot jazz, swing, and a unique exploration of rhythms and 
melodies from around the globe that he calls “swingxotica”. Zack has also renewed a heavy performance 
schedule with his long-time duo “The Afterlife” who delve into the common ground between sophisticated 
cocktail swing and the exciting beginnings of the bebop explosion both hot and cool. 
 
Jack Stanfill - drums 
 
Since 1959 playing with the "The Velvetones" in Portland, Oregon, Jack has enjoyed numerous and varied 
experiences playing drums with trios, quartets, and big bands as well as bands that played country-western, 
traditional jazz, pop, swing, rock and roll, modern jazz, and Broadway music. He played in the III Marine 
Amphibious Force Drum & Bugle Corps in Vietnam, the Oregon Symphony, the Las Vegas lounge acts "the Del 
Reys" and "Sloopy and the Red Barons". Jack became a Gold Card member of STJS when he arrived in 
Sacramento with the "Rob Swenson Trio" in 1975. Locally, Jack played drums for "Sister Swing", and the big 
bands of Ron Davis and Fred Morgan. Jack played at the North Seas Jazz Festival in the Hague in 2003 with the 
Consumnes River College Jazz Band under the direction of Ron Cunha. Recently retired from teaching music in 
the San Juan Unified School District for 33 years, Jack is enjoying performing in the Sacramento area with 
many great jazz musicians. 

 

Raffle Cent$ 
By Kathy Becker – Raffle Coordinator 

 
We had a good time Jazz Sunday, we brought in $108.00 for the Raffle. 
 
Thank you to our donators: Judy Hendricks, Warren Mufich, Elinor Hackett, and T. Jackson. 
 
Congratulations to our winners: Ann Meininger, Jane Reinmuth, Joy Skalbeck, Sharon Mitchell, 
Judy Hendricks, Vicki Bezzone, Pam Rivera, and Jeanette Galloway.  
 
Hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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ELECTION DECEMBER 10, 2017 

 

Candidate for Secretary 

Beth Scott (INCUMBENT)  joined STJS in the mid-90s, and has worked on the Membership Committee since 
then, as well as being the Incumbent Secretary  She taught high school English early in life, and now is the 
publications editor for a private non-profit organization where she meets deadlines, prioritizes printing 
projections.  She has been involved with the Widowed Persons’ Association as secretary, 4 terms as President, 
parliamentarian and publication coordinator. 
 

Candidates for Board of Directors 

Jay Casl says singing was his “thing” as early as the age of 6, and it hasn’t stopped.  Joined the U.S. Air Force 
and was involved in the music program.  Assigned to March AFB and began singing with the Steve Reed 
Quintet, a mainstream jazz ensemble based there.  March AFB is only 50 miles from Los Angeles, so they got 
some really cool gigs at some “rather eclectic” jazz venues in and around LA and the beach communities.  His 
appreciation increased after seeing some live appearances over the years – Mel Tormé with George Shearing at 
the Paul Masson Vineyard, always a Labor Day must see.  Currently singing with JazzMin Jazz Duo, STJS vocal 
set, Sacramento Jazz Cooperative, Delta Breeze A Cappella Ensemble.  He has been on the Board of Directors of 
the Davis Music Theatre Company and the Corona Music Theatre Company in Southern California. 
 
Paula C. Dula has had a life-long love affair with music.  She enjoys singing many styles of music – from Jazz & 
Standards to R & B, Rock & Roll and Country; and she lends her talents to several local bands. Her own jazz 
band, “Paula Dula & MGM”, performed in the 2013 Music Festival and has performed in several Bay Area and 
local venues as well.  Paula served two terms as Board Member of the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society and 
currently serves as Director of the Gold Card Room for their Jazz Sunday program and on the STJS Music 
Committee.  Paula also volunteers with several other local organizations. 
 
Marsha Lee I have been a Volunteer since 1987.  The 2018 Festival will make 31 years.  I have never done 
anything that I enjoy more than being a Music Festival Volunteer.  I became a Site Manager at the Hyatt Hotel. 
When this site was no longer used, I took over managing the River Front Refuge. Last year I had “The Junction”.  
One of the most exciting things ever was being in the 2012 Hall of Fame.  I was truly honored and humbled to 
be selected.  I love what I do and I tell everyone who comes to my site, if you don’t have fun here you are in the 
wrong place. I have been the Site Announcer when needed.  I am a supporter of the Youth Bands & Jazz Camp 
because if we don’t support the youth this wonderful music will die.  I will also do what is necessary to keep 
our wonderful Music Festival going.  It is important because this is part of our City’s history. 
Last but not least, as a Board Member I will do whatever needs to be done to keep all of our traditions going. 
 
Lyle Vanhorn  (INCUMBENT) – We have been through a lot and have a lot of challenges ahead of us. STJS is a 
strong family of music entertainers, educators, friends and fans with a common goal, to support, enjoy and 
spread the fun of Traditional Jazz, swing, and alike.  We are still struggling with making the business side of STJS 
strong, but I believe we can eventually get there if we all work together and help each other.  I want to 
continue to be a part of the solution and continue to work with my fellow board members to make this 
organization successful and strong once again. 
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Join Us As a Member of the Sacramento 

Traditional Jazz Society! 
  
Since 1968, the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society has worked to preserve and 

promote traditional jazz music, a valuable part of our cultural heritage and one of the 

few truly American art forms. As an art form, jazz is relatively young. Traditional jazz 

is generally defined as the jazz styles emanating from the first fifty years of jazz 

history, the period from 1895 – 1945. From the origins of jazz has grown in popularity among young and old 

alike to become a vital force in American music. 

  

Enjoy a host of exciting musical programs: We sponsor musical events and jazz education opportunities 

throughout the year, most notably the Sacramento Music Festival on Memorial Day weekend. Since 1968, the 

Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society features Traditional/Dixieland Jazz Concerts every second Sunday of the 

month, Great guest stars, visiting bands, local musicians, and area youth bands come to play hot jazz and swing. 

A main stage and two side rooms are going full time. Hear some great music and join the fun! 

  

JOIN US AS A MEMBER OF THE SACRAMENTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 

 

Please PRINT the below information: 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________ 

   

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

  

CITY: _______________________ STATE: _________  ZIP:_________ 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBER: _________________________________ 

  

Email: _________________________________________________ 

  

____ Single $30.00 Per Year            ____ Couple $50.00 Per Year  

____ Student (ages 12-20) $10.00 Per Year ____ Patron $400.00 Per year 

 

___________ Donation to Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Please make checks to STJS and mail to Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society, 2521 Port Street, West 

Sacramento, CA 95691 

  

Or charge with your Credit Card:  __ AE   __ Visa __ MC  __ DC 

 

 Card Number: ___________________________________________ 

 

 Expiration Date: _______________ Security Code: ________________ 


