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TJYBF Clinicians Band All-Stars 

February 12, 2017 

Traditional Jazz Youth Band Festival 

Each year scores of young musicians gather at the annual Traditional 
Jazz Youth Band Festival for experiences that take their musical skills to 
the next level. The joy of New Orleans-style jazz is at the heart of this 
event, which is dedicated to fostering a better appreciation of this classic 
American art form. 

Student bands from grade schools, private clubs and colleges bring their 
instruments to California State University, Sacramento, for a full schedule 
of jazz clinics, mentored jam sessions and non-competitive performances. 
Professional jazz artists give the musicians feedback after the band plays. 

More than two dozen awards and scholarships are granted to outstanding 
festival participants each year. The personal recognition encourages the 
young artists to continue their musical educations and the scholarships 
help young musicians pay for lessons and/or attend jazz camp. 

The STJS Foundation sustains these honors through the generosity of its 
sponsors and donors. Their contributions also enable the festival to waive 
fees for bands that otherwise couldn’t attend. 

The Traditional Jazz Youth Band Festival began in 2006 and has since 
then has reached these milestones: 

 More than 2,500 band students have attended; 
 Every participating band has participated in clinics and workshops; 
 Over $4,000 in festival fees have been waived for bands with financial 

need; 
 More than $15,000 in awards and scholarships has been awarded. 
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Upcoming 

Events: 
Feb 11: -Trad Jazz Youth Band 

Festival at Sac State University - 

Capistrano Hall  

Feb 12: Jazz Sunday - TJYBF Clinicians 

Band, all-star musicians (see Bio Page 3) 

Feb 22: “King of Jazz” movie at Tower 

Theater, 7:00 PM (info on Page 6) 

Mar 12: Jazz Sunday - Gold Society 

Jazz  Auchestra  

Mar 25 – Crab and Pasta Feed 

Apr 9: Jazz Sunday -  STJS All Stars led 

by Bob Ringwald 

2nd Sunday, at Elks #6 Lodge, 6446 
Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95831 
from noon to 5:00 PM. 

http://www.sacjazz.org/
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 STJS Office 
2521 Port Street 

West Sacramento, CA 95691 
916-444-2004 

info@sacjazz.orgwww.sacjazz.org 
 

STJS OFFICERS 
President: Dennis Speciale 

Vice President: TBD 
Secretary: Beth Scott 

Treasurer:  Lisa Negri-Bartels 
 

ExOfficio:  Steve Hammond 

Past Pres: Dave Becker 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Todd Morgan                     Joe Cruz 
Dominic Ruggieri               Jeff Hedrick 
Bill Dunbar                         Zack Sapunor    
Jack Stanfill                        Lyle Van Horn 
TBD                                     Matt McCauley 
 
The Board of Directors meet at the STJS Office at 6:00 
PM on the Monday one week after the monthly Jazz 
Sunday, open to the public. 

 

PUBLISHING 
And All That Jazz is published monthly, except 
January by the Sacramento Traditional Jazz 
Society: 2521 Port Street, West Sacramento, CA 
95691 
 

SUMMARY 

The Sacramento Traditional .Jazz  Society is a 
non-profit organization established under 
501(C)(3) Internal Revenue Code for the 
purpose of educating the public and members 
on matters concerning the preservation and 
promotion of traditional jazz music, and the 
study and play of musical instruments 
associated with traditional jazz music. 
 

“JAZZ SUNDAY” 

Monthly “Jazz Sunday” typically occurs on the 
2

nd
 Sunday, at Elks #6 Lodge, 6446 Riverside 

Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95831. This official 
meeting is open to all STJS members and to the 
general public. 
 

ADMISSION 

Admission to “Jazz Sunday” is by donation of 
$10.00 for members, $12.00 for non-members.  
Persons under 12 are admitted free.  Youth 12-
20 (Members) $5.00, youth 12-20 (Non-
members) $7.00. 

 

NOTE FROM OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
To my fellow STJS members, 
 
As we move forward in 2017, we have exciting events planned between now 
and our main event, the 44th Annual Music Festival.   
 
We begin with the “King of Jazz”, a STJS sponsored event, movie night at the 
Tower Theater in Sacramento on February 22nd.  This is a premier event for 
northern California. This wonderful 1930 re-mastered movie will be well 
worth viewing with your fellow Jazz lovers. A representative from Universal 
Studios is coming out to intro the movie for us. Tickets are limited, so be sure 
to get your tickets on our website ASAP. I got mine! 
 
In late March, we will be holding our annual Crab and Pasta Feed at a new 
location in Roseville, with plenty of parking. This special event is a night of 
great music, food, and fun. Hope to see you all there. 
 
And don’t forget our second Sundays every month held at the Elks Club on 
Riverside. Come hear the very talented bands lined up to play just for you. It 
is a great way to spend a few hours and maybe get in a dance or two on the 
spacious dance floor. Love to see you there, and bring a friend. 
 
Also, on February 16, 2017, a special “We Love Jazz and Kids” concert is being 
held at the Sacramento Elks Lodge #6 between 6:30 to 9:00 PM. Cover is only 
$20. All proceeds to benefit the STJS Teagarden Jazz Camp. Support our kids. 
 
Well, as you can see, things are moving along. I am excited to be a part of it. 
Being a member of the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society does have its 
perks and the stronger our membership the better the perks. Stay tuned for 
more to come. 
 
Regards, 
 
Dennis Speciale 
STJS President  
 
P.S. Dennis Grimes resigned from the STJS Board position of President due to 
personal reasons, effectively immediately. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@sacjazz.org
mailto:info@sacjazz.org
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Musician Bios - TJYBF Clinicians Band, all-stars 

Jon-Erik Kellso, Featured Guest Trumpeter 
Jon-Erik Kellso started playing professionally in and around Detroit, Michigan where he was born in 1964. Jon began 
early, playing in a big band at age 11, in the International Youth Symphony at age 13, and in a concert alongside 
cornetist Wild Bill Davison at age 17. Kellso played with a wide variety of groups there, including the J.C. Heard 

Orchestra. In ’88 Jon-Erik joined James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band with whom he’s made appearances throughout 

North America, concertized on PBS TV, and recorded extensively. At home in New York City Kellso has been leading 
The EarRegulars featuring guitarist Matt Munisteri and various guest artists at the Ear Inn on Sunday nights since 2007. 
On Mondays and Tuesdays Jon plays with Vince Giordano’s Nighthawks at Iguana on West 54th Street. Aside from 
these steadies, Jon can also be seen performing at all the great NYC venues, including Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, Birdland, 
the Blue Note, the Iridium, the Jazz Standard, Small’s, etc.  
 

Midiri Brothers – Joe on Reeds and Paul on Vibes/ Trombone 
The Midiri Brothers have made music, both jazz and classical, the focus of their lives since graduating Glassboro State 
College in the mid 1980s. On recordings they can be heard leading groups ranging from trios, quintets, sextets and big 
bands all featuring Joe’s outstanding clarinet and saxophones and Paul on the vibraphone, xylophone, marimba, 
drums and trombone!After spending nearly a decade working in Philadelphia, New York and Atlantic City, they began 
to branch out. They performed first at The Great Connecticut Jazz Festival where in July 2009 they can still be heard. In 
2002 the Midiri Brothers made their west coast debut and since that time they are featured at many west coast jazz 
festivals. They have had major articles written about them in both The Mississippi Rag and The American Rag, both 
respected jazz newspapers. They can also be heard in their home state of N.J. playing both concerts and dances.  
 

Bob Draga, Clarinet 
Bob’s professional career encompasses over thirty-five years of live performances (national and international) at jazz 
festivals, jazz cruises, and personal engagements. Previously part of the Titan Hot 7, Bob has been described as Bob 
performs exclusively on the “high seas” for Jazzdagen Cruises, sailing throughout the world. Since leaving the Garden 
Avenue Seven, a band he founded and led for twenty-two years, Bob has led several all-star bands, was co-leader of 
the Draga-Vax Connection for three years, and has worked frequently with Johnny Varro, Tom Saunders, Rick Fay, Bob 
Haggart, and other world-class jazz performers, and has many recordings to his credit. In addition to playing superb 
clarinet, Bob presents an almost wicked brand of humor, making him one of the busiest musicians on the trad jazz 
circuit today. 
 

Bill Dendle, Banjo and Trombone 
Bill began playing banjo in 1963, and by 1967 he performed at Mickie Finn’s in San Diego as leader of the South Market 
Street Jazz Band. Bill was the lead banjoist at Capone’s Warehouse in Monterey for nine years. 1977 found Bill as an 
entertainment consultant, banjoist, trombonist, bandleader and entertainer at Florida’s Disney World, where he 
opened on the Empress Lilly Showboat. In late 1977 he revived the South Market Street Jazz Band. From 1982 to 1995, 
Bill appeared as one-half of the duo called Goodtime Banjos. Bill is currently director of three trad jazz camp programs 
and is the lead clinician in the STJS Traditional Jazz Project. He plays trombone, guitar and banjo in Shelley Burns & 
Avalon Swing, and with Fast Eddie Erickson. Bill has performed with Bob Haggart, Bob Crosby, Johnny Varro, Dick Cary, 
Abe Most, Nick Fatool, Bob Draga and others. He retired two years ago as Vice-Principal at Lindbergh Ed. Center in 
Manteca, Ca, and will become the curriculum director and banjo/guitar instructor at Camp Hoagy in Elkhart, Indiana. 
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Steve Homan, Guitar 
Steve Homan has performed professionally for over 30 years. He has performed and appeared on recordings with 
major jazz artists and the Nelson Riddle Concert Orchestra. In addition, Homan has performed, composed and 
arranged music on CDs featuring The Delbert Bump Jazz Organ Trio and a tribute to the great jazz guitar/piano duets 
in collaboration with Joe Gilman. Steve was a featured performer with the Cosumnes River College Jazz Orchestra at 
the North Sea Jazz Festival with additional performances in Amsterdam, Paris and England. Steve travelled to Sao 
Paulo, Brazil with jazz accordion legend The Art Van Damme Quintet and performed at the Tim Festival. Steve 
currently holds adjunct teaching positions at Cosumnes River College, American River College, and California State 
University, Sacramento. In addition to maintaining a private teaching studio, Steve teaches at several regional summer 
jazz camp programs including the Jazzmasters Workshop Jazz Guitar Series, the Sacramento State Jazz Camp, the 
Brubeck Institute Jazz Camp, and the Brubeck Summer Jazz Colony, UOP. 
 

Ron Jones, Drums 
After Ron retired from playing drums with the US Air Force show bands for many years, he backed up such prime time 
entertainers as Frankie Laine, Kay Starr, the Ink Spots, and Diahann Carroll. Since he moved to Sacramento in the early 
1980s, he’s played with many top West Coast jazz bands. A member of the Youth Band Festival committee and 
immediate Past President of the STJS board of directors, Ron is a very popular drummer on the national jazz festival 
circuit and performs with Sister Swing and the Draga Quartet. Ron and the TJYBF Clinicians Band were selected from a 
highly competitive, field of applicants to present a performance at the first west coast convention of the national JEN 
(Jazz Education Network) last month in San Diego. 

Katie Cavera, Bass 
Katie Cavera has made a name for herself on the West Coast and in Europe playing 20’s and 30’s classic jazz. She is a 
rhythm guitar specialist in the style of Freddie Green and Al Casey. She also plays hot 20’s plectrum and tenor banjo, 
New Orleans style string bass, and sings in the 20’s pop style of Helen Kane and Ruth Etting.  She currently works at 
Disney California Adventure with the Ellis Island Boys and with the cabaret performance group Vaud and the 
Villains. Katie Cavera is originally from Southern Indiana. She attended Indiana University and studied jazz 
performance and composition with Dr. David Baker, playing with his Jazz Ensemble in a special presentation of Duke 
Ellington Masterworks at the Smithsonian Institution. Since moving to Southern California, Katie has become a sought-
after guitarist, banjoist, and bassist. Katie is a member of ASCAP, a Loar Performing Artist, and a member of the 
Academy of Magical Arts. 
 

Jason Wanner, Piano 
In younger days, Jason’s dad used to bring him to the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee, where his love for jazz grew. As a Music 
Award recipient, he played for TNT, the STJS-sponsored youth band. Jason went from being a student at the STJS Jazz 
Camp to earning his place as an instructor there. Jason performs regularly with Blue Street, appears every so often 
with Sister Swing and is a frequent guest artist at jazz festivals. He enjoys composing and arranging for a variety of 
shows, films, and recordings, and performing with his 11-piece swing band, Swing Syndicate. Jason studied music for 
one year at USC but returned north to graduate from the California State University Sacramento School of Music with 
a Bachelor of Music in Classical Piano Performance. Three years ago, Jason was selected as the Musician of the Year by 
Dixieland Monterey. 

 
Sac State Serenaders 
Jared Blum - Trumpet/Leader,  Domenic Dalpez – Clarinet, Luis Lupercio - Tenor Sax,  Thomas Monce – Trombone,     
Montana Monce – Piano,  Jose Ortiz – Tuba, Zehrin Sims – Drums,       Beatriz Figueroa – Vocals 
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YOUTH BAND:  
 

Cool Cats,  Celia Cottle leader 
 

 

Raffle Cent$ 

By Kathy Becker – Raffle Coordinator 

 
Boy, our weather really messed us up for the Rent Party. I thought we would have to take out our boat to get 

there ourselves. The Raffle was a total of $176.00. 

 

Our loyal donators did show up and a huge THANK YOU to them. Judy Hendricks, Jane Reinmuth, Warren 

Mufich, Vicki Bezzone, Pat Gonzalez, Ingrid Wolbart, and Yvonne Au. You are all the best. 

 

Congratulations to our winners: Marian Pollock, Barbara Morgan, Janet Young, Patti Jones, Bill Au, Judy 

Hendricks, and Ellie Buhlert. 

 

Hope to see more of you for the Youth Jazz musicians and the Clinicians. We need your support.  

STJS CRAB AND 

PASTA FEED 
Mark your Calendar, March 25, 2017 

More information coming 
All Donations are welcome!!!! 

$50.00per person,  

$450.00 VIP Table 
Contact Kathy Becker at 916-444-2004  

or email her at Jazzgal57@att.net 
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"KING of JAZZ" at Tower Theatre to benefit STJS 

Wednesday, February 22nd, 2017, 7pm, Tickets: $25.00 each 
 
The 2016 restoration, by NBC/Universal, of the 1930 two-color Technicolor Universal Super-Production "King 
of Jazz" has created a sensation everywhere it is shown.  Beginning a few months ago with the Museum of 
Modern Art  New York  (3 showings, sold out), then the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Los 
Angeles (the folks that hand out the Oscars), this musical movie has begun to move across the United States 
and Europe in select road-show events and special film festivals, like  
Los Angeles' Cinecon. 
 
Why is it a big deal?  Primarily because it captures exactly the best in entertainment in 1930 in a time 
capsule, now clearer, sharper and brighter than when it was new.  The newly restored two-color 
Technicolor, the color process used to make this movie in 1930, allows you to witness, with a palpable 
vibrancy, an era mostly seen today in black and white, if at all.  Then there's the music; this film has the first 
ever performance on film of "The Rhapsody in Blue" by the man and his orchestra that commissioned 
George Gershwin to write it, Paul Whiteman.   
 
Whiteman's orchestra personnel seen in this film and in color performing are the who's who of jazz greats of 
that era.  They include: Joe Venuti, Eddie Lang, Roy Maier, Matty Malneck, Wilber Hall, Harry "Goldie" 
Goldfield, Chester Hazlett, Jack Fulton, Mike Pingitore, Roy Bargy, Kurt Detierle and the very first movie 
appearance of Bing Crosby, then part of Whitman's singing trio, "The Rhythm Boys."  Actors seen include 
John Boles, Slim Summerville, Laura La Plante and a very young Walter Brennan. 
 
Jazz plays a great role in the movie, but it is also a product of its time when revue style shows on Broadway 
were popular, the kind of show that is a series of comedy acts, musical specialties and musical productions.  
Very much like it may have been in New York in 1930 at any of the deluxe musical theatres of that era,  yet 
much more spectacular with the space of a movie studio in which to produce giant musical fantasy numbers 
and in the early two-color process that predates "The Wizard of Oz" and "Gone with the Wind."  The Russell 
Markert girls that appear as chorines in this film would, just one year later, become the very first Rockettes 
at Radio City Music Hall. 
 
Local movie critic, STJS member and radio announcer Matías Bombal, seen and heard occasionally on stage 
at Jazz Sunday, has landed the Northern California premiere of this monumental restoration for us in 
Sacramento before San Francisco!  We have made it a special benefit premiere with proceeds coming to 
STJS, and tickets are available at this link:  
 
http://www.STJS.org 
 
This is your great opportunity to see and hear how this music was heard and performed in its original 
context.  Join us for this Gala Northern California Premiere of the restored "KING of JAZZ," ONE SHOW ONLY- 
7 pm, Wednesday night, February 22, 2017 at the Tower Theatre, Broadway at 16th in Sacramento.   Free 
adjacent parking. What a splendid occasion to dress up and have a gala night in support of STJS! 
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Join Us As a Member of the Sacramento 

Traditional Jazz Society! 
  
 

 

Since 1968, the Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society has worked to preserve and promote traditional jazz music, 

a valuable part of our cultural heritage and one of the few truly American art forms. As an art form, jazz is 

relatively young. Traditional jazz is generally defined as the jazz styles emanating from the first fifty years of 

jazz history, the period from 1895 – 1945. From the origins of jazz has grown in popularity among young and 

old alike to become a vital force in American music. 

  

Enjoy a host of exciting musical programs: We sponsor musical events and jazz education opportunities 

throughout the year, most notably the Sacramento Music Festival on Memorial Day weekend. Since 1968, The 

Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society features Traditional/Dixieland Jazz Concerts every second Sunday of the 

month, Great gust stars, visiting bands, local musicians, and area youth bands come to play hot jazz and swing. 

A main stage and two side rooms are going full time. Hear some great music and join the fun. 

  

JOIN US AS A MEMBER OF THE SACRAMENTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 

 

Please PRINT the below information: 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________ 

   

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

  

CITY: _______________________ STATE: _________  ZIP:_________ 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBER: _________________________________ 

  

Email: _________________________________________________ 

  

____ Single $30.00 Per Year            ____ Couple $50.00 Per Year  

____ Student (ages 12-20) $10.00 Per Year ____ Patron $400.00 Per year 

 

___________ Donation to Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Please make checks to STJS and mail to Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society, 2521 Port Street, West 

Sacramento, CA 95691 

  

Or charge with your Credit Card:  __ AE   __ Visa __ MC  __ DC 

 

 Card Number: ___________________________________________ 

 

 Expiration Date: _______________ Security Code: ________________ 
 


